Hooligan Puppy Questionnaire – Questions to Ask Yourself Before Getting a Pup

Irish Water Spaniels are my passion. I do my best to breed sound, healthy, well-socialized dogs that conform to the AKC standard for this breed. It's then up to you, the dog’s new owner, to continue that work & to nurture the pup to its full potential. Raising any dog requires a substantial commitment of time, energy, dedication, & money, & raising a cheeky IWS requires even more.

As you’ve reached this questionnaire, you're probably contemplating adding an Irish Water Spaniel to your family. Please consider this your application for a Hooligan pup. By answering these questions, you’re providing valuable information that will help me assess whether an IWS is a good fit for you & if so, will help me select an appropriate puppy for your situation. Please understand that I do not accept deposits or make guarantees.

All breeders want happy, forever homes for their dogs. These are relationships built on mutual trust. When you buy one of my pups, you also “buy” me. This questionnaire is the beginning of us getting to know each other. The questions are basic, & are intended for you to objectively examine the step that you’re considering.
The questions will also tell you a bit about me. My goal is to place each pup in an appropriate situation where the dog will meet the owner’s expectations & the owner will provide a home that compliments the dog’s personality & that will also take advantage of the dog’s talents & skills. To help this process, I ask you to thoroughly & candidly answer these questions – use extra pages as necessary. This is a little effort now for the beginning of a long, happy relationship. Thanks!

PLEASE NOTE: Canada has changed their import regulations & requires that even juveniles be vaccinated for rabies prior to import. I firmly believe that baby puppy immune systems are too immature to be vaccinated for rabies. Because of that, I will not place pups in Canada at this time. Thank you for understanding. If you would like a referral to a Canadian IWS breeder, please ask me or check:
http://www.iwsac.org/IWSAC/IWS_Breeders.html
Your Name


Home address


Mailing address, if different


Home phone


Work Phone



Cell/Mobile phone


Date


Email address



· 1. •Have you previously owned an IWS?
•Yes __ No __ •If "yes," who was that dog’s breeder? __________
· 2. If you haven’t, •why do you think that IWSs are the right breed for you? ___________________________
· 3. •Which other breeds have you considered? _________________________________________________
· 4. It's very important that you MEET an IWS BEFORE you commit to getting one.
•Have you ever met an IWS in “person?”
•Yes __ No __
•If you’ve met an IWS, please tell me whose dog you met & where. ______________________________
•If you have not, are you willing to travel to meet one?
•Yes __ No __
· 5. Home: •What’s your living situation?
•Rent/Lease __ Own __ Single family ___ Duplex ___ 

Apartment ___ Other __________________________

•Does your lease allow dogs?
•Yes __ No __ Not applicable __

· 6. Yard: •Do you have a fenced yard?
•Yes __ No __
•What type of fence & how tall? __________________________________________________________
•If not, how will you exercise & potty your puppy? ____________________________________________
· 7. Family: •Please tell me about your family. __________________________________________________
•Do you have children/grandchildren? _____________________________________________________
•How old are they? ____________________________________________________________________
•What is your & their experience with dogs? ________________________________________________
· 8.
Pet History: •Have you owned dogs before?
•Yes __ No __
•What breed(s)? ______________________________________________________________________
•What happened to them? ______________________________________________________________
•Please list your current pets -- their age, species, intact/spayed/neutered? ________________________
•Is anyone in your household planning on getting another puppy in the next year±?
•Yes __ No __

•If so, please provide details on breed, sex, breeder, & goals for that puppy. ______________________

· 9.
Care: •Are you familiar with crate training?
•Yes __ No __ Interested in learning more __

•Are you willing to use a crate to housetrain your pup?
•Yes __ No __
•Who will have primary responsibility for this puppy? _________________________________________
•Will someone be able to be at home while this pup acclimates to your household?
•Yes __ No __

•Who will that person be? _______________________________________________________________
•How & where will your puppy spend its days? ______________________________________________
•How & where will your puppy spend its nights? _____________________________________________
•If you travel frequently, what provisions will you make for this dog while you’re away? _______________
•If you're a senior citizen, what provisions would you make for the dog if your health declines? _________
· 10.
Sex: •Are you interested in a:
•Male __ Female __ Either __ Why? _____________________________
· 11. Personality: •What traits are you looking for in this dog? Please be specific about energy level, drives, confidence, dominance/submissiveness, birdiness, water work, eye contact, intelligence, learning style, cuddliness, appearance, sociability, “type,” & anything else that is important to you in this dog. Please indicate all that apply. ________________________________________________________________

· 12.
Grooming: IWSs are HIGH MAINTENANCE dogs that need regular deep combing, brushing, bathing & scissoring to keep their skin & coat healthy. They also need ears cleaned & toenails trimmed regularly.
•Are you willing to learn how to properly groom this IWS?
•Yes __ No __
•If not, what grooming arrangements will you make? ________________________________________
· 13.
Activities: •What do you plan on doing with this dog (please check all that apply)? 
•Agility ___ Breeding ___ Companion ___ Conformation ___ Dock Diving ___ 4-H ___ Hiking ___ Hunting ___ Hunt Tests/Trials /Field Work ___ Jogging ___ Junior Showmanship ___ Nose Work ___ Obedience___ Therapy ___ Tracking ___ Other_________________
•Do you hope to title this dog in any of these areas?
•Yes __ No __ Maybe __ Which? ______________
•What is your experience with these activities? _____________________________________________

•If, for some reason, this pup is unable to compete successfully in those venues, what happens if the dog doesn’t meet your training or competition expectations? ___________________________________
14.
Obedience: IWSs can be “creative” & NEED basic training to be good companions. Obedience class is as important for socialization, bonding & building mutual respect between pup & owner as it is for learning good manners.
•What's your experience with dog obedience training? _______________________________________ 
•Are you willing to attend puppy kindergarten & later take a basic obedience class with this pup?

•Puppy Kindergarten: 
•Yes __ No __

•Basic Obedience Class: 
•Yes __ No __
· 15.
Conformation &/or Breeding: •Are you interested in showing in conformation &/or breeding?


•Conformation: 
•Yes __ No __

•Breeding: 
•Yes __ No __
•Please explain _____________________________________________________________________
I require that dogs successfully complete their breed championship & all IWSCA/CHIC-required health tests before being bred. [Exceptions MAY be considered, but by Breeder/Seller’s approval only.]
•What if something happens to prevent that? ______________________________________________
· 16.
Co-Ownership: When people are new to this breed & are interested in a show or breeding prospect, I like to co-own so that I can mentor & advise them.
•Would you be willing to co-own under those circumstances?
•Yes __ No __ Not applicable ___

· 17.
Diet: •Are you willing to feed your pup a natural/raw/partially raw food premium diet?

•Yes __ No __ Possibly, but would like more information __
· 18.
Vaccinations: Due to the small gene pool, some IWSs may have sensitive immune systems.
•Are you willing to limit vaccinations?
•Yes __ No __ Possibly, but would like more information __

· 19.
Neutering: Scientific studies have repeatedly shown that juvenile sterilization is NOT a healthy practice. Like people, dogs need their hormones to develop properly emotionally & physically. The earliest to consider neutering is 18-24 months old for a male & a minimum of after the first heat season for a female. •Would you be willing to wait to spay/neuter your puppy until then or preferably until after health tests are completed (36 months old)?
•Yes __ No __ Possibly, but would like more information __

· 20. Puppy List: •Are you on any other breeder’s/breeders’ puppy waiting list?
•Yes __ No __

 •If so, whose? _______________________________________________________________________
•When is that litter due? _______________________________________________________________
· 21.
Some airlines have seasonal restrictions on shipping dogs. Also, the USDA/APHIS requires face-to-face transactions under certain circumstances. If these restrictions are in effect or are applicable when you’re considering getting an IWS, •would you be willing to travel to fetch your puppy?
•Yes __ No __

· 22.
No pups will be sold to people living in jurisdictions where mandatory juvenile sterilization is in force. Juvenile sterilization - prior to 18-24 months old for a male or prior to the completion of first heat season for a bitch - will void ALL health warranties, as will excessive vaccinations as determined by Seller. •Please initial that you have read, understand & agree to this clause _____
· 23.
I ask that after getting this pup, you commit to NOT getting another puppy of any breed for at least one year, preferably two years. WE need to be our dogs’ primary bond – NOT another dog. Puppies work hard trying to understand our human rules: housebreaking, appropriate chewing, not stealing, coming when called, not barking, etc. When there are two pups close in age, they bond to each other & often ignore their owner, creating problems. Non-compliance with this clause opens the possibility of repossession of pup by Seller/Breeder.
•Please initial that you have read, understand & agree to this clause ______
My Expectations of You

· Keeping any dog, especially an Irish Water Spaniel, is not an inexpensive undertaking considering the cost of quality food, veterinary care, & training. •Are you confident that you understand how much this dog may cost to maintain & are you sure that you have sufficient time & resources to raise it?
•Yes __ Maybe __ No __ I would like more info __
· Once the dog reaches two years of age, as a responsible breeder, I ask that all buyers have their dog tested for the main genetic diseases that IWS are susceptible to. These tests are very important because they contribute to our knowledge about the overall health of the IWS breed, especially considering their very limited gene pool. These tests include: OFA X-rays for hip & elbow dysplasia; board-certified veterinary examinations by a cardiologist & ophthalmologist for heart & eye problems, as well as a complete thyroid panel done through Michigan State University, Hemopet or another reputable lab. These tests may cumulatively cost upwards of $700, depending on where you live. §Please note that I offer partial rebates for completion of these tests, a schedule of which is included in the Sales Agreement.§
•Do you agree to have this dog’s health testing done between 24-36 months of age?

•Yes __ No __ Maybe __
•Do you agree to provide me with copies of the test results?
•Yes __ No __

•Do you understand that my warranty is contingent upon you completing this testing by the time that the dog is 36 months old?
•Yes __ No __
•Do you understand that you must pay for these tests? §
•Yes __ No __
· Not only do I want the dogs that I breed to be happy, but I want their owners to be pleased with their dogs.
Please let me know ASAP if there is ever an issue!
Support Team: Please provide contact information for your:


•Veterinarian: __________________________________________________________________________


•Puppy Kindergarten & Obedience Class Trainer: ______________________________________________


•[Groomer: ___________________________________________________________________________ ]
I know that this is a bit of an ordeal, so thank you for taking the time to FULLY complete this questionnaire. Remember, this dog will be a part of your life & family for a long time, & that it deserves the best that we can provide.
Florence Blecher, AKC Breeder of Merit
browndogz@sbcglobal.net
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